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Lib Dems voteto
sCrap 50p tax rate

The Liberal Democtat leader, Sir Menzlas
Campbell, has svoided an embanassing
defeat over a new tax pickage which kad
threatened tosplit the pasty, Lib Demaat:
thetr anmeal conference in Brighton voted
toscrap the party's commitment toa sap
1ax rate on the highest earmners. Instesd,
they approved Sir Menzies' planto pay far
itsepmme tax cuts for low ond reddle earn-
erswith arise in green taxes, Anazespt
by rebel MP Evan Haris to retain the 50p
tax rate an top of that was overivhelns-
ingly rajected ini the conference .
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An Expensive Precedent

Lady Hester Starhope ... 1813

... Hdng Into Palmyra on ah Arab statfon
at the head of her travelit:
ﬁrocession. On this occasion she was

05ting a fede for the local Bedouin,
To the grand shetkh of the Bedouin
she prasented a piece of pgper,
handwritters, on which she drected
hilm to change avery travellar who
visited the ruins a fousand piastres.
‘This enommous tax, wrote fraveller
John Came In Leliars from the Eas!
(1826}, 'which it is Impassible to
escapa causes severa) fravellers to
|lzave %ﬂa without the finast

ruln In the world'. One visitor who did

attempt to evade the raports

E&rge had his hut set an fire by the
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- Push Factors ...

- Lack of or need for more money to sustain
places

Deficit in funding fer managing
environment

Desire to invest or enhance visitor
experience

Need to find ‘new’ money

Appealing ... consider what impact £1
exira from every visitor!

Full Factors ...

Quality of environment (80% key) and community
as ‘host’
Visitors willing fo contribute
+ Peak District 75% of visitors
- Caisngorms 81% of visitors
+ Linking payback to conservation works ... Lake
District
MNon-Financial Benefits
- Fesl good
- Loyalty
. Communication

' TRANSIENT VISITOR TAX
= March Study 2006 differentiates between
Tourist specific and Non Toutrist specific
= Tourist specific (hotels/airports) statute

& Concludes that Edinburgh could raise £3.2m

= Concludes that Voluntary scheme most
credible {Vancouver Tourism Levy Enabling
Act 2004)

= Less revenue but more sensitive to markets







